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SUBJECT: SOUTH KOREAN PURGE
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The South Korean Government has announced a large-scale purge of govern-—
ment officials as part of an anti-corruption drive. So far many middle and
high-grade tax officials and éivil servants have been affected, and more dis-
missals arc expected later in the month. The primary purpose of the purge is
to demonstrate to the public the government's intention to "clean up" corruption.
The purge has had a sig%ificant unsettling effect in the bureaucracy, where the
action is intended to increasé discipline. No major government leaders were
included, and there is some Skebticism in politigal circles over the lasting
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effects of the housecleaning.
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